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2018 Waterway Cleanup
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Broward County.
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month@7:15 P.M.
Except June/July/August
Fern Forest Nature Center
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The Happy Hoofers have been involved with the Broward County Waterway
Cleanup for many years. This year on March 3, 2018, we volunteered at the
Deerfield Island Park – a 53.3 acre nature-oriented park accessible only by
boat. It was a beautiful day and we worked hard collecting 12 large trash bags
of debris and other items among the red and white mangroves on the perimeter
of the island. Some of the more interesting finds were a boat bench cushion,
section of a wall, lots of lumber and plenty of rope. Also, we bagged the usual
trash of hundreds of plastic bottles and bags. We were wet and tired but very
fulfilled.
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Thank you to everyone who helped make the 41st Annual Broward County
Waterway Cleanup a success!
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Inside this issue:

Kathy Bonvouloir and Esther Muram (Activity Leaders), Rene Bonvouloir,
Kay Ferrara, Patrick Kerr, Barbara Tschimpke, Robert Grosswald, Sandy
Sarkela, Pat Mazzeo, Dan Riefler, Susan Seale, Karen Smith, Nelie Real,
Yolanda Real
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OUR “FERN FOREST”

Photo by Kay Ferrara

Photo by Esther Muram

The Happy Hoofers hold their monthly meetings at Fern Forest Nature Center in
Coconut Creek. In exchange for the use of the meeting hall the Happy Hoofers
volunteer on 4 different Saturdays to remove invasive plants at the park. We would
like to thank our volunteers for their hard work, sweat and tears (clothing).

Kathy Bonvouloir (Activity Leader)
Rene Bonvouloir
Kay Ferrara
Jackie Fisher
Kris Garcia
Dave Griswald
Robert Grosswald
Albert Hook
Barb Johnston
Patrick Kerr
Paul Madeira

Pat Mazzeo
Esther Muram
Beverly Musser
Jim Payne
Dan Riefler
Sandy Sarkela
Karen Smith
Barbara Tschimpke
Lyndall Urquhart
Junko Waibel
Dick Ward

Thank you, thank you, thank you!
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ACTIVITIES
Our hiking season is winding down. The activity leaders will have a summer planning
meeting in August. If you have any activities that you would like to suggest to be on
the schedule next year, please contact Lynn Thompson at ma12thom@bellsouth.net
before the activity leaders meet to plan next year’s activities.

Sat 6/2/18

National Trails Day Hike
at Fern Forest walk
boardwalk and visit
nature center

SAVE THE DATE
December 7 - 9, 2018
South Regional Conference
“In the Footsteps of our
Predecessors”
Tanah Keeta Scout Camp
Tequesta, Florida

Kathy Bonvouloir
954-234-5657
threebons@aol.com
Kay Ferrara
954-609-4727
kayferrara@bellsouth.net

SAVE THE DATE
October 6 - 7, 2018
Florida Trail Annual Conference
“National Scenic Trail Festival”
Sanborn Activity & Event Center
Deland, Florida

WELCOME,
New FTA/Happy Hoofer Members!
Rachel Borders
Michael Ray
Alexandra Rios Vega
Jimmy Rogers
Suzette Staats
Maria Wagner
Ilse Zeigler

!3

Chair's Corner
As the 2017/2018 activity/hiking season ends, I hope that you
enjoyed the activities that our great “Activity Leaders”
planned and led. Basically, the chapter’s activity/hiking
season starts in September/October and ends on June 2nd
(National Trails Day) with the height of the season being
October thru April. But please do not let our chapter’s
season prevent you from getting out there in the summer to
enjoy the outdoors. Summer is a great time to be on the
water – kayaking, paddle boarding, fishing, etc. I know of
several members that will be traveling this summer to enjoy
the great outdoors outside of Florida. Please check the
chapter’s website (http://hoofers.floridatrail.org/) in
September for a list of activities for the 2018/2019 season.
Enjoy your summer and be safe. When enjoying outdoor activity, remember to practice
“Leave No Trace” principles that help to conserve the environment for future generations.

Kay
Kay Ferrara
Happy Hoofers Chapter Chair

Chapter Officers and Committee Chairs
Chapter Chair
Vice Chair
Secretary
Treasurer
Chapter Council Rep

Kay Ferrara
Tom McDaniel
Kathy Bonvouloir
Esther Muram
Kay Ferrara

954 609-4727
954 473-8533
954 234-5657
954 658-8386
954 609-4727

KayFerrara@bellsouth.net

Activities
Trails

Lynn Thompson
David Denham
Mike Thompson
Larry Alesi
Karen Smith
Tom McDaniel
Lynn Thompson
Elizabeth Brown
Larry Alesi
Kathy Bonvouloir
Barbara Johnston
Robert Grosswald

954 850-3668
305 667-8643
561 290-9984
954 445-9251
954 263-8109
954 473-8533
954 850-3668
954 294-8838
954 445-9251
954 234-5657
954 895-9463
305 948-2904

Ma12thom@bellsouth.net
DDenham@consultant.com
lamathompson@hotmail.com
LarryA1049@yahoo.com
KSmith623@bellsouth.net

Public Relations
Programs
Membership
Editor Hoopla
Website
Volunteer Hours
Hospitality
Historian

GThomasMcDaniel@bellsouth.net

Threebons@aol.com
Itailusa@gmail.com
KayFerrara@bellsouth.net

GThomasMcDaniel@bellsouth.net

Ma12thom@bellsouth.net
Libertb@aol.com
LarryA1049@yahoo.com
Threebons@aol.com
Blj512@yahoo.com
RGKayak@aol.com

Our Facebook Group is: https://www.facebook.com/groups/67137159048/
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FTA AWARDS HOOFERS
Every year members of the Florida Trail Association are nominated for awards. At the 2018 Florida Trail
Annual meeting on April 7, 2018 in Gainesville, Fl, the following members of the Happy Hoofers Chapter
were presented with awards.
Larry Alesi received the “John Weary Trail” award. This award is presented annually to members who have
made extraordinary efforts as trail maintainers in helping reach our organizational goal of a continuous trail
across Florida, and those who have worked diligently in building and maintaining the side and loop trails of
the Florida Trail System. Larry Alesi has been a member of the Happy Hoofers since 2002, and is an active
participant in the leadership of the chapter . He has been a Section Leader of the trails in the Addition
Lands of the Big Cypress National Preserve, Webmaster for the chapter, and an Activity Leader. Larry’s
dedication to keeping the trail maintained provides opportunities for the public to hike, to engage in outdoor
recreation, to participate in environmental education and to contribute to meaningful volunteer work.
Tom McDaniel received the “Special Award” that is presented to members who have made significant
contributions to the Florida Trail Association at a state or chapter level. Examples of significant
contributions may include leadership, fundraising, recruitment, outreach, or other valuable volunteer
services. Tom has been a member of the Happy Hoofers since 1998. He has served as Vice Chair of the
chapter since 2012 and as Program Chair for most of that time. He spends a lot of time recruiting great
speakers for informational and interesting programs for the chapter’s meetings. One of the goals of the
organization is to educate the public abut our environment. The programs that Tom schedules definitely
helps to do that, whether the program is about Leave No Trace, edible plants or python hunting.

David Denham, Trail Coordinator presenting
award to Tom McDaniel

David Denham, Trail Coordinator
presenting award to Larry Alesi
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Wildfires – Good or Bad?
It is “wildfire” season in Florida which runs from the end of March through the beginning or middle of June. This is a period
between the last moisture-laden wintertime cold front and when the sea breezes kick up thunderstorms every afternoon. For
2018 this is further exacerbated by a prolonged dry spell and mats of dead foliage downed by Hurricane Irma, and the peak of
the season yet to come. At this point, the cost of fighting wildfires in Florida is over 7 million dollars.
Naturally occurring wildfires play an integral role in nature. They return nutrients to the soil by burning dead or decaying
matter. They also act as a disinfectant, removing disease-ridden plants and harmful insects from a forest ecosystem. And by
burning through thick canopies and brushy undergrowth, wildfires allow sunlight to reach the forest floor, enabling a new
generation of seedlings to grow.
On the other hand, wildfires can reduce healthy trees to blackened snags; shrubs become ashes that once provided food and
cover for wildfire; under the intense heat some soil nutrients are vaporized and become airborne in clouds of choking
smoke, destroy property in the urban/wildland interface, loss of animal habitat, and erosion until renewal of plant life and
grasses.
There are three conditions that need to be present in order for a wildfire to burn, which is referred to as the triangle: fuel,
oxygen, and a heat source. Fuel is any flammable material surrounding a fire, including trees, grasses, brush, even homes.
The greater an area's fuel load, the more intense the fire. Air supplies the oxygen a fire needs to burn. Heat sources help
spark the wildfire and bring fuel to temperatures hot enough to ignite. Lightning, burning campfires or cigarettes, hot
winds, and even the sun can all provide sufficient heat to spark a wildfire.
Although four out of five wildfires are started by people, nature is usually more than happy to help fan the flames. Dry
weather and drought convert green vegetation into bone-dry, flammable fuel; strong winds spread fire quickly over
land; and warm temperatures encourage combustion. When these factors come together all that's needed is a spark—in
the form of lightning, arson, a downed power line, or a burning campfire or cigarette—to ignite a blaze that could last
for weeks and consume tens of thousands of acres.
Firefighters use a range of tactics to suppress wildfires. One of the tools that is used is a Pulaski (combination of an ax
and hoe) used to dig a fireline. A fireline is a strip of land from which all brush and debris have been cleared to rob a
wildfire of its fuel. Firefighters also use hotshots and smoke jumpers to clear a large path in a big circle around the fire
so the blaze is contained in a ring of dirt. When the fire reaches this area, it runs out of fuel and starves to death. If the
fire is too large, however, planes and helicopters fly overhead, dropping water and special chemicals that smother the
flames. This pink, fire-retardant chemical is called sky jell-o. Wildfire suppression also addresses the issues of the
wildland-urban interface, where populated areas.
Signs are beginning to point to an early start and potentially longer fire season in Florida for 2018. Let’s keep our fingers
crossed that this does not happen.

Written by: Kay Ferrara
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